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The Initiative PRVI 
(Initiative against racial and religious intolerance) 

 

The Initiative PRVI (Initiative against racial and religious intolerance) was initiated in 2017 by 

alumni of Education for young activists organized by Center for education and research NAHLA. 

Main idea was to establish network that will work on combating intolerance against Muslims and 

limitations of religious freedom in public sphere to be actively engaged in prevention and facing 

the islamophobia. 

From 2018, Initiative PRVI works on addressing the issue of threats to freedom of religion or 

belief develops campaigns to increase awareness of impact of Islamophobia and discrimination, 

hate crimes and hate speech committed on grounds of any religion or belief. 

Name PRVI in Bosnian language means “First” but it also originates from the first letters of 

“Initiative against racial and religious intolerance”. 

 Specific objectives of PRVI 

1. TO IMPROVE the competences of young activists that will work on issue of intolerance 

and discrimination, hate speech and hate crimes committed on the grounds of religion, 

and to equip them with needed skills, resources and mentorship; 

2. TO RAISE AWARENESS on importance of recognizing and enhance reporting of hate 

crimes and hate speech in public sphere; 

3. TO EMPOWER young people to respond to misleading headlines, discrimination and hate 

speech in the media and public space. 

Main activities of PRVI 

1. Organizing educational programs and 

trainings for young activists on human rights – 

Through those programs PRVI educates young 

people on human rights with focus on freedom 

of religion and belief of Muslim community, 

hate speech and hate crimes, tolerance and 

non-discrimination. These activists were 
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empowered for collecting and reporting cases of discrimination and hate crimes, conducting 

research and publications, and making network for active engagement in fight against 

discrimination of people on ground of religion and ethnicity. 

 

 

2. Media monitoring and Hate Crime Report – 

Organizing, recruiting and monitoring 

volunteers who record, select, describe and 

report hate crimes on the grounds of religion 

and belief in Bosnia and Herzegovina to Hate 

Crime monitor to OSCE according to 

application form and sheet developed by 

OSCE. 

 

3. Writing reactions and responding to cases of 

discrimination on grounds of religion and 

hate incidents committed out of religious 

prejudice such as statements by politicians, 

media headlines, institutions, fake news, etc. 

 

 

4. Writing and implementing projects – activists of PRVI write project proposals and implement 

various campaigns and projects, online and on the field in order to raise awareness on 

important issues. 

Current Projects 

Initiative PRVI is implementing project 

“Clicktivism as a real activism” (October 

2020 – October 2021) through a grant from 

the joint European Union and Council of 

Europe project “Promotion of diversity and 

equality in Bosnia and Herzegovina” within 

the joint programmatic framework of the 

European Union and Council of Europe and 

in cooperation with City of Sarajevo.  

Main aim of this project is to contribute to 

combating hate speech in local communities 

directed toward different ethnic and religious communities and creating counter narratives. 



3 
 

Target groups of the project are young activists from 18-30 years, high school students, media, 

marginalized groups, local authorities and public. The main activities include:  

 Education for activists (Training for Trainers),  

 Media monitoring and reporting,  

 Organizing workshops for high school students,  

 Organizing removal of offensive graffiti and painting murals with positive messages of peace, 

 Promotional campaign to raise awareness of the public on those issues, 

 Production of informational leaflet and a poster and 

 Organization of a panel discussion for public and media representatives.  

Until now, following activities are implemented: 

 Developed syllabus for training of trainers for activists in field of hate speech and human 

rights with 12 workshops including topics, format and resources and other methodical 

recommendations 

 Selected 20 activists according to their previous experience and motivations out of 70+ 

applications, who are students, bachelors or masters in field of journalism, social studies 

and/or law; selected 11 lecturers for workshops according to their previous experience with 

relevant topics and work with youth, signed agreements and conducted meetings, and 

 Implemented 10 workshops on topics of: Human rights and democracy: introduction, basic 

terms and instruments, case studies: examples from practice and mechanisms of defense of 

human rights. Hate speech and hate crimes. Activism, principles and mechanism. Responding 

on discriminatory practice in public - examples, tools and methods. Preparing training and 

facilitating youth groups.  

 Animated and recorded one video and promoted it on social media (on gender equality). 
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Overview of the main activities of Initiative PRVI for period 2018-2020: 

- Strategic guidelines for the work and activities of the Initiative for the period 2020-2022 have 

been defined. 

- Train-the-trainer seminar (ToT) for civil society actors from Western Balkans on freedom of 

religion or belief and tolerance and non-discrimination (April 2018) Funded by OSCE Office 

for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR). 

- Created and submitted to the OSCE ODHIR report on cases of hate crimes on religious 

grounds for 2018 and 2019. 

- Establishing the team of activists who monitor and respond on fake news, and hate speech 

in media. The team continuously follow the situation in public sphere and respond to media 

outlets promptly directly to media editorial staff and Press Council.  

- Created an information leaflet "Right to 

freedom of religion or belief as a basic 

human right"  containing foundations, 

guidelines and instructions for the 

protection of this right, in cooperation 

with the OSCE Mission to BiH, the 

Institution of the Human Rights 

Ombudsman of BiH and RYCO - Regional 

Office for Youth Cooperation, and was 

created and printed.  

- Organized webinar "Subtle power of non-

violent activism" on the International Day 

of Nonviolence. 

- Guest appearance of the Initiative at the 

conference "Towards positive peace: 

Countering hate speech" organized by 

Youth for Peace. 

- Participation in the Human Dimension 

Implementation Meeting (HDIM) organized by the ODIHR. The place of the representative of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina at this forum belonged to the Initiative PRVI.  

- Implementation of project “Clicktivism as a real activism” through a grant from the joint 

European Union and Council of Europe in cooperation with City of Sarajevo.  

-  
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Summary and impact 

Initiative PRVI is unique project of this type in Bosna and Herzegovina and Western Balkan area. 

Existence of initiative like this is a precondition for setting up a wider network which activities 

would be focused on prevention of intolerance against Muslims and all forms of denying freedom 

of religion and belief in public sphere. 

During three years of implementation of this program, we educated, in total, 70+ activists who 

are currently working worldwide in different fields, such as international relations, youth work, 

journalism, human rights, education, religious communities, etc. 

The initiative consists of pool of youth activists in field of FORB who are now specially invited to 

conferences and seminars as representatives cooperate with regional partners who work in this 

field as well, conducting annual reports on hate crimes and occasionally react on hateful media 

content and social events. 

Initiative PRVI plans in the future to be more engaged in local communities, which have particular 

problems when it comes to minority Muslim returnee communities, where the war rhetoric of 

the 1990s can still be heard on a daily basis. 


