HEKVA
Women’s Education and Culture Foundation
HEKVA(Women’s Education and Culture Foundation) promotes selfsufficiency and social integration; enhances capacity to manage economic and social
risks of socio-economically disadvantaged women for the advancement of family,
children, youth and consequently the society in general. For this purpose, we support
the socio-economically disadvantaged communities in-kind and in-cash, perform
educational, social and cultural activities and conduct national-international projects
for women and youth development since 1988.
HEKVA is aware of the importance of unity in all levels of society, especially
among NGOs. With this understanding, we work in cooperation with governmental
and non-governmental organizations such as European Voluntary Service, TR
Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policies’ General Directorate, TR
Governorship of Istanbul ‘Fight Against Drugs and Addiction’ Coordination,
Turkey’s NGOs Child and Youth Platform.
HEKVA has the mission to set an example to be a part of the solution such as
the status of Syrian refugees as a major issue in Turkey for the recent years. To
elaborate the issue at hand; The number of Syrians registered under temporary
protection in Turkey as of March 31, 2021 compared to the previous month increased
by 9.421, was a total of 3.665.946. 1.737.502 (47.4%) of these people is children
between the ages of 0-18. The total number of children and women aged 0-18 is
2.596.643. (70.8%) (For detailed information, see the chart in Attachment 1)
The Turkish Government has provided all types of social protection and
security services to these refugees. Many subject-specific, local, national and
international branches of NGOs in Turkey take an active role in the field to share this
burden. As an NGO in a developing country, HEKVA prioritizes social protection
and has provided vocational courses, certificate programs, Turkish Language Courses
for Non-Turkish Citizens, Handicraft Workshops, gifts for children; included women
in voluntary work to help their social integration; and served them food in the Soup
Kitchen.
HEKVA conducted an awareness project entitled “You Have Got a Message!”
in 2018, under the auspices of the Ministry of Family and Social Policies, on the 62nd

Commission of the Status of Women.1 The aim of the event was to create awareness
of the fact that refugees and migrant families, especially women and children’s; to
share their demands, expectations, hopes and thoughts through their own voice. The
target group was the participants of the commission. We had a stand outside the
official event of our ministry, delivered Syrian Women’s handwritten messages
translated in English and took the responses from the members of the target group and
in return, we presented handmade gifts made by Syrian women that HEKVA provided
support for. This enabled HEKVA to be the voice of these Syrian Women in Turkey.

A message card for the participants

YOU HAVE GOT a MESSAGE!
All units of the society speak about the refugees living in their society, make
decisions and take actions without hearing their voices. Refugees had to leave their
homes, culture and social environment behind, and have experienced all sociocultural and economic difficulties. They also try to live in a different culture, cannot
speak, cannot make their voices heard and what they have been through, and they are
not given an opportunity to express how they feel.
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HEKVA became a member of the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) with the Special Consultant Status with the decision number 2009/221, in
37th General Assembly dated July 27, 2009

Brochure of the event

Why did we conduct such an event?
63rd CSW Meeting review theme was “Participation in and access of women to
the media, and information and communications technologies and their impact on and
use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women” as mentioned
above. HEKVA focused on the “access of women to the media” in this theme. We
focused on the media representation of the difficulties women and children living in
the war zones and/or left their countries encounter. Unfortunately, the media coverage
was limited to some agitating photos and a few lines only to take attention to their
news flood. We aimed to be the mediators to go beyond that media coverage. We
prepared a survey for Syrian women to fill and at the end of the survey
(for the details of the survey, see Attachment 2) we wanted them to share their
message that is to be heard by the UN Meeting presenters and participants. Here,
Syrian women became subjects instead of objects in the news and they were provided
with an opportunity to have their voices heard.
Purposes of the event
1.

The purpose of the event was to raise awareness about the persecution of

women and children in the regions where wars were taking place and the difficulties
in their lives in different socio-cultures. This dramatic change that directly affected
their lives is hidden and is not expressed in the media.
2.

HEKVA wanted to provide current information about Turkey's humanitarian

approach to the forefront in local NGOs and participants that came together in the
62nd CSW Meeting in the UN.
Themes of the 62nd CSW Meeting:
Priority theme:
Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the
empowerment of rural women and girls;
Review theme:
Participation in and access of women to the media, and information and
communications technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the
advancement and empowerment of women.

EVENT
HEKVA conducted an event entitled “You Have Got a Message!” in the foyer
area outside the ECOSOC side events of the Ministry of Family and Social Policies of
Turkey. Turkey had 2 side events in the 62nd Session of CSW: “Women, Migration
and Refugee Crises” and “Turkey’s Perspective on Empowerment of Women in
Agricultural and Rural Areas.”2 HEKVA attended both meetings on the 13rd and 14th
of March and conducted this event in two consecutive days. At the end of the official
meetings, the moderators announced our program in the foyer area, showed our
message card and directed the participants of the meeting to our event. Thus, after the
meeting, the participants came to our stands and shared their messages.
In the foyer area, there were two glass boxes, one filled with the messages from
the Syrian women in Turkey and the other for the participants; who would write their
message and send them in response. The participants read the message in
Arabic(translated in English), wrote how they feel and what they want to tell those
women. They had an opportunity show their compassion and emotions. This was a
long distance but direct connection with the Syrian women and the participants. Once
they wrote their message and put it in the glass box, we gave them small handmade
gifts(made by those Syrian women), Turkish coffee and Turkish delight. As the
messages from Turkey are numbered, the responses of these participants were shared
with those women when we returned to Turkey.

A message card with a response
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For more information about the side event see.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw62-2018/side-events/calendar-of-side-events

We also prepared boards for the people passing by the foyer area to observe the
information and the situation of Syrian refugees in Turkey and in the world. (For the
content of these boards, see Attachment 3)

Our stand and two boards outside in the foyer area. These sisters are from Kenya.

The event attracted such intensive attention that we ran out of message papers
we prepared and needed to add extra notepapers for the participants. Some
participants attended both events and shared their feelings after they read and wrote
messages. Some people needed a few moments to digest the messages and some
shared their own experience as refugees. During the process, we realized that it went
beyond raising awareness, the voices of Syrian women touched people’s hearts miles
away from them. It was an invaluable experience both for the participants and for us.
Once we returned to Turkey, we sent an e-mail to all the contacts we gathered
during the event. Some participants gave their business card. However, some
participants wrote their contact information directly on the responses they were
sending to Syrian women, in case they would like to get in contact with them.
In conclusion, we would like to share a response by one of the participants
below to show how this event also contributed to our network:

Assalaam waaleykum sister Merve,
Thank you so much for your kind message. It was lovely reading
from you. I am back in England and all is well. Reading your attachment
your organisation does exactly what our little charity would love to do and
achieve. My deprived community lives in the Northern part of Kenya. The
Northern part of Kenya is towards the Ethiopia and Somalia border which is
the desert- my community lives in the Chalbi desert and move from place to
place with their animals, my home area is called Kargi. I think we can also
create cultural events where we can bring our cultures together and learn
from each other. Kindly advise so that we can exchange ideas and see how
we can work together across boarders.
I am a nurse by profession in the UK, I have lived and worked in the UK
since 2001 but do go home every other year and seeing the poverty level
rising higher and higher made me to start this small charity. I have been to
Istanbul, Adana, Ankara and Izmir sometimes back on holiday and really
loved the area and the food. My community is called … with very rich
culture, but since we are dependent on livestock such as camel, cows, goat
and sheep during the drought season its just too hard for the families to
manage at all. You might not understand but my community depends on
relief food from foreign countries during the drought reason which is not
even enough at times. My visit to Turkey made me see how blessed the
people are with plenty of foods and the orange trees in Adana that fruits fall
to the ground put thoughts in my mind I wish I would know someone to share
the issues in my community about food shortage and here you are sister,
thank God. The education level in the community is below 2%, the
population as at 2009 census was about 60,000 people compared to the
Kenyan population of about 39 million people in the year. Small
communities like mine don't have any say in government as its like a drop in
the ocean.
Since its formation in 2011 our small charity has seen about 30 poor
children through both primary and secondary education. We couldn't afford
to put them through any formal colleges due to lack of funds. We
currently have one girl on full scholarship in Norway who is studying social
work. I think if we work together you can help us create exchange programs
for youths, women and girls to learn from each other and also if possible
create some sponsorship programs for the needy children in higher
institutions. Looking forward to hear from you soon.

ATTACHMENT 1 - Number of Syrian Refugees in Turkey (2021)3
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Age

Male

Female

Total

0-4

259.295

242.054

501.349

5-9

288.954

271.386

560.340

10-14

217.177

204.019

421.196

15-18

137.153

117.464

254.617

19-24

281.681

212.215

493.896

25-29

219.619

159.387

379.006

30-34

165.612

120.196

285.808

35-39

124.266

97.316

221.582

40-44

84.916

74.034

158.950

45-49

57.558

56.270

113.828

50-54

45.660

44.537

90.197

55-59

34.742

34.794

69.536

60-64

22.903

23.649

46.552

65-69

14.918

15.749

30.667

70-74

8.815

9.711

18.526

75+

8.613

11.283

19.896

Total

1.971.882

1.694.064

3.665.946

The numbers of Syrian Refugees in Turkey are found in Refugees Association,
Turkey: https://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki-suriyeli-sayisi/.

ATTACHMENT 2 - Survey (for messages from Syrian Women)

 لاسموالكنيةAd Soyadı:
 عمركYaş
 تكراداسركمعدافAileniz Kaç üyesi var?
 منأيمدينةاتيتمHangi Ülkeden Geldiniz?
كمسنةاصبحلكمتعيشونفيتركيا
Kaç Yıldır Türkiye’de ve nerede yaşıyorsunuz

رجاءالإجابةعلىثلاثمنألأسئلةالتيفيالأسفلعلىالأقل
Aşağıdaki sorulardan en az üç tanesini seçerek lütfen CEVABINI yazar mısınız?

1. ( شوجوابكاذابامكانكتطلبمنيايشيDile benden ne dilersen diye sorsam cevabın ne olurdu?)
2. ( ماذاتعنيالحريةلكSenin için özgür olmak ne demek?)
3. -( متىاخرمرةواينحسيتبالسعادةEn son Ne Zaman? Nerede? kendini mutlu hissetmiştin?)
4. ( لمستقبلماهواملكحولاGeleceğe dair beklentin? Umudun nedir?)
5. ( ماذاتريدانتغيرلوكانبيدكعصاسحريةElinde sihirli bir değnek olsa neyi değiştirmek isterdin?)
6. -( ماهوالشئاللذيخسرتكاياهالحربSavaş size neyi kaybettirdi?)

(لقسمحيثسيتمكتابةالرسالةMesajın Yazılacağı Bölüm)

ATTACHMENT 3 – CONTENT OF THE BOARDS

Today, six city and place in Syria are in UNESCO World Heritage List:
Damascus(Dımaşk), Aleppo, Palmira(Tedmür) and Busra cities in addition to Hısn (Crac des Chevaliers)
and Selahaddin Castles.
Only these places establish the two thousand years of Syrian history. Until the Civil War started in 2011,
tens of other places in Syria were waiting in the temporary UNESCO World Heritage List. The conflict
affected not only people but also this unique cultural heritage. Unfortunately, historic cultural heritage is
both destructed and plundered.
The guns in Syria are on for 2 thousand 190 days, so they have not stopped for 6 years
13 million children in Middle East lack education.
The war deprived half of the country's population from home. 4.8 million people have fallen to the status
of asylum seekers.
According to the UNICEF report, 9,000 schools are unavailable in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Libya.
UNICEF says a boom in the Middle East and North Africa has no hopes for education
When a bomb dropped from a heavy bomber, a temperature of about 3,000 degrees is revealed and it
causes the lower layers of the soil to be roasted as well as the fauna with the whole flora. In order for the
same soil to be relapse
100-7400 years have to pass.
Such ecological catastrophes have had devastating effects on plant and animal habitat in effected areas
According to the UN 's International Migration Report, on the world in 2014, 1.6 million of the 19.5
million refugees are hosted in Turkey which is the highest number of refugees in the world. The current
data shows that this situation persists. The main reason for this is the civil war that started in Syria after
the Arab Spring. The war in Syria has been overtaken as a result of its consequences, effecting an
unprecedented number of people and displacing millions of people.
Turkey faced the most comprehensive history of migration. 228,408 of the Syrian refugees live in
temporary shelter centers and 3,092,406 live outside the temporary shelter centers.
Throughout history, Turkey has received 1.8 - 2 million people and today there are 3,320,814 Syrian
refugees taken under temporary protection status in Turkey. In addition, around 1 million refugees from
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, and several African countries are located in Turkey.

In the last 6 years,
More than 400 thousand people died in Syria.
We can’t find 145 thousand people.
96 thousand that died were civilians.
More than 14 thousand were tortured.

TURKEY

About a million people were trapped in
the territories besieged in Syria. Hunger
and famine are the biggest problems
where no aid can be delivered

3,1 million

PAKISTAN

1,6 million

LEBANON

1,1 million

UGANDA

428.400

GERMANY

316.115

FRANCE

273.126

SWEDEN

169.520

AUSTRIA

153.119

AMERICA

1.736

Abdelhafez was injured on the left arm during the bombing in Aleppo. He
had arm fragmented fracture, 3 misconducted operations due to incorrect
and incomplete treatment while escaping. He was in the hospital for 2
months. He had a prosthesis in his hand for a long time after he left. He likes

kung-fu, he wants to become a doctor

While living in Aleppo, Nour lost a leg in air bombardment, the other one
got infected. Nour, at the age of 8 during the bombardment, her parents
died under wreckage. There is a sister and two of her legs are severed. She
needs to use diapers because she cannot control her toilet because of the
damage on her spinal cord. Her sister on the wheelchair cannot be cured.
Her grandma and Grandpa have noone else in life ... They came to İzmir
because they could not be treated in Syria. A prosthetic prosthesis was
applied in Izmir. Physical therapy continues. The infection in the other leg
was stopped and the leg recovered. Nour was in hospital for a total of 1.5
months.

Despite everything, she had a smile on her face all the time.

ATTACHMENT 4 – PICTURES FROM THE EVENT in UN

