JOINT PRESS STATEMENT
Make human rights for Muslims a reality in Europe:
stop Islamophobia
Brussels, 19 September 2014 – Ahead of the European Day Against Islamophobia on 21
September, anti-racism, Muslim, Jewish, Roma and Black organisations1 jointly call on EU
leaders and decision makers to recognise Islamophobia as a specific form of racism and to tackle
this increasing phenomenon.
Ezra, 84 years old, violently attacked in the street because she wears a headscarf; Paula, 25 years old, not
allowed to accompany her children to school because she looks Muslim; Youssef, controlled 5 times per
week by the police; Cemil, refused a permanent contract by his employer for the last 14 years.
These are real and recent examples that are occurring in the European Union, which is supposed to
embody the values of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. These people all have one thing in common:
they are victims of Islamophobia. Islamophobia - a form a racism targeting individuals or groups on the
basis of their real or perceived belonging to the Muslim population - is widespread in many European
countries. In France for instance, the Collective Against Islamophobia (CCIF) recorded 691 Islamophobic
acts in 2013 (a 47% increase compared to 2012), with women being the primary victims (78% of the total
number of incidents). In the United Kingdom, 734 cases were reported to the organisation Tell MAMA
between May 2013 and February 2014.
Muslims or those perceived to be Muslim suffer from discrimination, stigmatisation and exclusion in all
areas of life such as employment, education, vocational training, services and political participation, but
also from racist speech and violence, especially on the internet.
We call on the EU institutions to publically recognise and condemn Islamophobia as a form of racism.
Efforts to fight this phenomenon need support at the highest level, but so far there has been little political
will. The EU Fundamental Rights Agency issued a report on discrimination against Muslims in 2009 and
reported that on average 1 in 3 Muslim respondents stated that they had experienced discrimination in the
past 12 months. However, no further investigation or political action by key European bodies such as the
European Parliament and the European Commission have taken place since.
A first step would be to mark this European Day Against Islamophobia by publicly condemning this
increasing phenomenon in Europe. A second step would be to ensure that EU anti-discrimination laws are
actually implemented by Member States and to urgently adopt EU equal treatment legislation which has
been stalled in negotiations for the last six years and which would better protect against discrimination
against Muslims, among others.

For further information, contact:
1

African Empowerment Center Denmark, Association des Juristes Arabo Musulmans d’Europe, Austrian Muslim
Initiative, CEJI – A Jewish contribution to an inclusive Europe, Centrum mot Rasism, Collectif contre l'Islamophobie en
Belgique, Coordinamento Associazioni Islamiche di Milano e Monza e Brianza, Collectif Contre l'Islamophobie en
France, Etudiants Musulmanes de France, European Forum Of Muslim Women, European Muslim Initiative for Social
Cohesion, European Roma Grassroots Organisations Network, European Roma Information Office, European Roma
Rights Center, Fight Racism Now, Giovani Musulmani d'Italia, Initiative Schwarze Menschen in Deutschland, Kifkif,
Movement Against Xenophobia, Muslim's Rights Belgium, Pan African Movement for Justice, #SchauHin.
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Notes to the editor:
1. The European Day Against Islamophobia, on 21 September, has been initiated this year by the Council
of Europe’s ’s No Hate Speech Movement: http://blog.nohatespeechmovement.org/events/europeanaction-day-against-islamophobia-and-religious-intolerance/

